. e THIS WEEK AT ANNUNCIATION e e e a
e Regular Schedule No Sunday School e The GOYA youth will visit as many parishion- coee wsgoc.office@gmail.com
o Fellowship Hour - Open ers homes as possible, to wish them a Website: www.wsgoc.org
blessed, healthy and happy New Year while . : : -
Mon Dec 31 e ’ . X Proistamenos - Fr. Demetri Kangelaris Assistant - Fr. Costa Shepherd
, singing the traditional New Year's carols Parish Council President - Stan Carroll Philoptochos President - Kiki Gonzales
e NEW YEAR'’S EVE SERVICE (Kalanda). If this is inconvenient, please call Sunday School Coordinators - Zoe Bobotsiares, Helen Karagiorgis, Heather Vlachos
St. Basil’s Liturgy the office requesting to be taken off the list. — P —— — s e s e —
Matins 8:30pm Divine Liturgy 9:30pm . . .
: ,p R P « Happy New Year! The Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ and
» NEW YEAR'S DANCE IN SUPPORT OF The Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Gaspar, & Balthasar

YOUTH MINISTRIES

USHERS - All Parish Council Members
CHURCH SERV COMM - Open
LR R R L R R R R . READER - Chris Lohr
: For Pondering : ALTAR BOYS - Open to All
: NURSERY - Open but not staffed

Every Christmas we celebrate the coming of God in three tenses: :
: past, present, and future. He came. He comes. He will come again. :
:We remember the first: He came. We /ive the second: He comes. We
: look forward to the third: He will come again. :

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

HYMN OF CHRISTMAS
Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the world. For
therein the worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship You, the Sun of Right-
eousness, and to know You as Orient from on high. Glory to You, O Lord.
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JOIN US AS WE RING IN THE NEwW YEAR AS A COMMUNITY
FOR ALL AGES!

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY DECEMBER 31T 10:00 PM
FEATURING TASIOS CHRISTOU & BAND FROM WASHINGTON, DC

THE HELLENIC CENTER

PRESALE $35 ADULTS / $20 STUDENTS / 12 & UNDER FREE
(TICKETS AT THE DOOR WILL BE AN ADDITIONAL $5)

e JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF GREEK & AMERICAN MUSIC,
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g KONTAKION - HYMN OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
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¥ DELICIOUS FOOD, AND A LOT OF FUN!
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On this day the Virgin gives * birth to the Super-essential. * To the Unapproachable, *
earth is providing the grotto. * Angels sing and with the shepherds offer up glory. * Fol-
lowing a star the Magi are still proceeding. * He was born for our salvation, a newborn
Child, the pre-eternal God.
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On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to wish all of the
community, Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year!
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¢+ CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT

¥
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+ FEATURING A PRIME RIB DINNER BUFFET Stan Carroll, President, Parish Council

TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AFTER CHURCH Tue Dec 25—CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE Thu Dec 27

N - . sy ; . e St. Stephen Archdeacon and Protomartyr
Matins 9:00AM Divine Liturgy 10:00AM Matins/Divine Liturgy 7:00am
* WISHING OUR COMMUNITY A BLESSED GOYAnN’s attending Winter Youth Rally must

[ )
CHRISTMAS be at church by 9:00am for departure to Atlanta
St. Basil’s Winter Youth Rally in Atlanta Dec 27-30

For more information contact Sammy Gianopoulos 336-682-2290,
Sammy ]. Ballas 336-407-0085 or the office 336-765-7145.

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT YOUTH MINISTRIES!
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Please see back of bulletin for more calendar information



The Reading is from
St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 4:4-7
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The Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to
the Galatians 4:4-7
BRETHREN, when the time had fully
come, God sent forth his Son, born of
woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, so that
we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,

"Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a
slave but a son, and if a son then also an
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

I greet you with love and joy in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

We are now once more blessed to be able to celebrate our Lord’s Incarnation in the cave,
and thus the beginning of His salvific plan to reconcile God and His Creation. May we
* all, in this season which renews friendship and affection between neighbor and family, ¢
never forget, that it is not the new gift which matters most, but instead a loving and open
heart. For if our Lord condescended to take on human flesh, and if our Father loved His
fallen creation enough to give us His Only-Begotten Son, then what more do we need? ;
" Surely no gift we will receive this season, nor any present that we can give to another, will
compare to our Incarnate Lord and Savior, who comes once again to demonstrate true ¢
.. humility as the Child in the manger.
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:rg- Notice, I say “comes again”; for just as our Christmas greeting is, “Xpiotog I'evvatai!
& Aotaoate! Christ is Born! Glorify Him!” our celebration is not some way to mark time:
¢ Christ is being born now, just as He was then! In a world that seems increasingly divid-
© ed, the coming of our Lord’s Nativity serves to demonstrate that the Gospel message is
“.:;. eternal. Kindness toward the stranger, meekness instead of pride, acceptance of God’s
:r;-« Will: these are the things that still touch our hearts when we consider the reality of our
s Lord’s Birth, and these things are just as meaningful today as they were two-thousand
(¢ years ago.
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As we prepare to follow the example of our Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, to keep all
these things, and to ponder them in our hearts, my fondest wish is that each and every
one of you experience a Nativity season that is full of warmth, true joy, and spiritual-
ly uplifting moments of worship. I therefore remain,

Paternally yours with love in our Incarnate Lord,

" +ALEXIOS
Metropolitan of Atlanta
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The Reading is from Matthew 2:1-12

Ex 100 «atd Moaotboiov. Tod ’'Incod
yvevvn0évtog év BnOlegp tiic ‘lovdaiog €v
nuépatg ‘Hpddov 100 Paciiéwmg, idod pdyot
4o GVOTOAGDY TOPEYEVOVTO glg
‘Iepocorvporéyovteg, Ilod gotv 0 teybeig
Bactlevg TV ‘lTovdaimv; €idopev yap avtod
0V dotépa €v T OvatoAf] koi TABopev
wpookuvijcal avT®. Akovoag 08 O Pactiedg
‘Hpoodng Erapdydn xoi mdco ‘lepocdivpa
puet’  oavtod,kol  cuvayoydv TAVTOG  TOVG
apylepels kol ypappotels  tod  Aood
émuvldveto map’ ovt®v Tod O XPlLoToC
yevvatat. Oi 82 eimav avtd, "'Ev Bnoiegp tiig
‘Tovdaiog obtwg yap yéypamtor O TOD
apopntov'’Kai oV, Bnbiegp il ‘lovdo,
ovdapde Elayiom &l &v Toig fyepodoy Tovdar
gk cod yop éEEelevcetarl 1yovuevog, OCTIC
TOWOVEL TOV Aadv pov tov ‘lopani. Tote
‘Hpmong Adbpa  koAécoag TOOG  UAYyOLG
nkpipoocev map’ oavT®V TOV YPOVOV  TOD
QUIVOUEVOL AOTEPOG,KOL TEUWOC ODTOVG EiC
Bnoiegp eimev, Ilopevbévieg dEetdoare
axpifdg mepli Tob madiov: €mav o0& gbpnre
amoyyeihaté  poi,  Omwg  Kaym  EABmV
npookuviio® avt®. Ol 0 dxovoavieg TOD
Boacilémg Emopevnoay, kail idov 6 dotnp OV
gldov &v ] AvatoAf] mpofjyev avTovg Emc
0oV dotddn émvo o MV TO moudiov.
To6vteg 0& 1OV dotépo Exdpnoav  xapav
peyddnv cpodpa. Kai éABovteg gig v oikiov
gidoov 10 mondiov petd Mapiac thic pntpoc
a0TOD, Kol TEGOVTEG TPOGEKVYN GOV AVT®, Kol
avoi&avteg TOVG Oncavpovg avTOV
TPOCTVEYKAY aDTH dMPa, YPLCoOV Kai Aifavov
kol opopvav. Kol ypnuoticBévieg kot dvap
un avaxapyor Tpog ‘Hpddny, o1” dAing 6500
Avey®PNoV EIG TNV YOPOV ADTDV.
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The Reading is from Matthew 2:1-12

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, be-
hold, wise men from the East came to Jeru-
salem, saying, "Where is he who has been
born king of the Jews? For we have seen
his star in the East, and have come to wor-
ship him." When Herod the king heard this,
he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born.
They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for
so it is written by the prophet: 'And you, O
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for
from you shall come a ruler who will gov-
ern my people Israel."

Then Herod summoned the wise men se-
cretly and ascertained from them what time
the star appeared; and he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search dili-
gently for the child, and when you have
found him bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him." When they had
heard the king they went their way; and lo
the star which they had seen in the East
went before them, till it came to rest over
the place where the child was. When they
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly
with great joy; and going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered
him gifts, gold and frankincense and
myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.
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