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“Lazarus, Come Forth!”

Holy Week begins on the Saturday of Lazarus. It begins with a resur-
rection (Lazarus) and it ends with a resurrection (Christ). Thus, Holy
Week is placed between two brilliant shafts of light which illuminate the
darkness of the Cross with meaning and ultimate joy.

Who is that man in the tomb called Lazarus? Whom Jesus loves? For
whom He weeps? To whom He speaks? Could I be that person? Could
I be Lazarus? Could this story of resurrection be my story? Of course,
did not Jesus call me His friend? “I have not called you servants but
friends...” Was not I created for friendship with God: to know him, love
him, serve Him and be forever with Him? Did He not come to resurrect
me not only from the final grave but also from the many graves in
which I bury myself today?

After Lazarus came walking out of the tomb in the full grace of noon-
day sun, one would have thought that everyone would have believed.
But miracles are no cure for unbelief. Some will not believe even
though one were to rise from the dead. It was the resurrection of Laza-
rus that brought out the crowds on Palm Sunday, but it was also Laza-
rus’ resurrection that built the cross: for as the Apostle john writes,
“From that day on they plotted his death.”

The raising of Lazarus was a promise of more to come. It foreshad-
owed another and a greater miracle, Christ's own victory over the
tomb. With Lazarus’ resurrection “death begins to tremble.” this is
why a spirit of great joy pervades the liturgy on the Saturday of Laza-
rus. In the early church Lazarus Saturday was considered a pre-
announcement of Easter. It meant the beginning of the end of death.

The great duel between Light and Darkness takes place during Holy
Week. But it takes place between two brilliant shafts of light: on the
one end, “Lazarus, come out”; on the other end, “He is risen. He is not
here. See the place where they laid Him!”

From Daily Vitamins for Spiritual Growth, Vol.1 by Anthony M. Coniaris
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